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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
A TOP-DOWN FAITH: 

REST IS A GIFT, NOT SOMETHING TO BE EARNED 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Zietlow’s Sermon:  
Mark 2:23-28 

 "No Savior...No Sabbath" 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME! WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 

We pray that you find comfort, peace, and motivation through God’s Word today. 
In our worship bulletin, you will find an outline of today’s order of worship. The 
entire service can be found in the hymnal, up on the screen on Sunday at St. John’s 
and Emmanuel and livestreamed at www.stjohnsmontello.org  and also at St. 
John’s in the Lower Level. At St. John’s, the restrooms are located in the link way, 
out the church entry way, to the left and down the stairs.  At Emmanuel, they are 
located in the Parish Hall. You may also find a nursery changing station in the 
lower level of St. John’s. 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S & EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCHES 
June 1 & 2, 2024 

Emmanuel: Sun. 8:00am 
St. John’s: Sat. 4:30pm & Sun. 10:00am 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsmontello.org/
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A TOP-DOWN FAITH 
The phrase “from the top down” is often used to denote a hierarchical system of 
management or governance. The will and beliefs and directives of those “at the top” are 
imposed—sometimes aggressively, sometimes even oppressively—on those below. From 
the top town. We have entered the second half of the Church Year, the half that focuses 
on the teachings of the Christian faith. We will see that Christianity is very much a top-
down faith. Christian teachings come “from the top down,” but not in the sense that 
those teachings are oppressively imposed on us. When we call Christianity a “top-down 
faith,” we mean that it tells us things about God that are so beautiful and good—
teachings that couldn’t possibly have originated from human thinking. The Christian faith 
contains teachings that are so wonderful that we would never even believe them unless 
God himself revealed their truthfulness to us. So, God sent his Spirit from heaven to 
earth—from the top down—to empower his children to believe that which would 
otherwise be totally unbelievable 

THEME OF THE DAY:  REST IS A GIFT, NOT SOMETHING TO BE EARNED 
After a long day of work, you have earned the right to sit down in your favorite chair, put 
your feet up, and watch your favorite program. After a hard week on the job, you have 
earned the opportunity to relax a bit that weekend. After doing your job well for many 
months, you have earned those two weeks of vacation at the beach. This is how everyone 
thinks: rest is something you earn through hard work. We even teach that to our kids: no 
gaming until homework is done, no playing with friends until chores are complete. Since 
that concept of rest being earned is so deeply engrained in us, to properly understand 
spiritual rest requires a top-down faith. God needs to send us the Spirit so that we can 
grasp this truth. True spiritual rest cannot be earned. In fact, the harder you try, the more 
restless and the less peaceful you become. Spiritual rest is a gift that God gives. The rest 
we need most—from guilt, from worry, from shame, from hopelessness—is graciously 
given to us by the Lord of the Sabbath. 
ORDER OF SERVICE: Setting Three, Hymnal Pages 188-198,171 
HYMNS: 818, 703, 927  
PSALM: Psalm 62 "In God Alone My Soul Can Find Rest and Peace"   
SERMON: Mark 2:23-28 "No Savior...No Sabbath" 
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OPENING HYMN: 818 "My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone" 
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
CONFESSION  
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But 
Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in 
him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Eternal God, your Son, Jesus Christ, is our true Sabbath rest. Help us to keep 
each day holy by receiving his Word of comfort that we may find our rest in him, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
(The LORD commanded that the Sabbath day be observed so that we might rest and 
remember all that he has done for us.) 
12“Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has commanded 
you. 13Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14but the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of your 
animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns, so that your male and female servants 
may rest, as you do. 15Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord your 
God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore 
the Lord your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
PSALM: 62 "In God Alone My Soul Can Find Rest and Peace"   
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Truly my soul finds / rest in God; 
    my salvation / comes from him. 
Truly he is my rock and my sal- / vation; 
    he is my fortress, I will never be / shaken. 
Yes, my soul, find / rest in God; 
    my hope / comes from him.   Refrain 
  
Though your rich- / es increase, 
    do not set your / heart on them. 
My salvation and my honor de- / pend on God; 
    he is my mighty rock, my / refuge. 
Trust in him at all times, you / people; 
    pour out your hearts to him, for God is our / refuge. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Jacques Berthier 
Tune: © 1998 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive North American agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
722228 
Setting: © 2011 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission: License no. 130030798 

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:13-17 
(All God’s commands about religious festivals and the Sabbath day were meant to point 
us to the spiritual rest found in Christ.) 
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it 
to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 16Therefore do not let anyone 
judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon 
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celebration or a Sabbath day. 17These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the 
reality, however, is found in Christ. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation Psalm 19:8 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722228 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 2:23--3:6 (Sermon Text Underlined) 
(The Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.) 
 23One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked 
along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why 
are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” 25He answered, “Have you never read 
what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? 26In the days of 
Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, 
which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 
27Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28So 
the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 1Another time Jesus went into the 
synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 2Some of them were looking for 
a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the 
Sabbath. 3Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.” 
4Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to 
save life or to kill?” But they remained silent. 5He looked around at them in anger and, 
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deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He 
stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 6Then the Pharisees went out and 
began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 703 "I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say" 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON: Mark 2:23-28 "No Savior...No Sabbath" 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he 
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will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
REST FOR THE WEARY & INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
OFFERING, CARE CARDS, FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS &  ALTAR PRAYER  
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
CLOSING HYMN: 927 "Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing" 
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879 
Text and tune: Public domain 

FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
WELS Connection Video 

THEME FOR NEXT SUNDAY: 
Third Sunday after Pentecost  

A TOP-DOWN FAITH: THE DEVIL DOES HIS WORST, YET JESUS ALWAYS WINS 
Acknowledgments 

Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy 
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by 

permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with 
Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Usher’s 
Schedule 

Saturday, June 1 
Sunday, June 2 

Saturday, June 8 
Sunday, June 9  

Jerre Duerr 
Joe Zauner 

Gordon Krause 
Kevin Kaul 
Corey Kaul 

Ben Jaster 
Jacob Jaster 
Jeff Reimer 

Mark Emond 

Attendance 
Date EM SJ 

5/25/24 - 10 
5/26/24 51 71 
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- For the sick and others facing trials, including: Gale "Blackie" Boyd, Mike Brown, Bob 
Buehrens, Vicki Davis (Marilyn Riemer's sister), Edith Duesterhoeft, Don Ebert, Ken 
Elmer (Sally's husband), Earl Ewert, Judy Fandrey, Bob & Christine Ferber, John Gaedke 
(Dan Finger's uncle), Donna Gatzke, Dennis Gray (Mary Dahlke's brother), Kelleen 
Grucza (Judy Fandrey's daughter), Kim Hanko (Judy Fandrey's daughter), Randy Hardell, 
Del & Jean Henke, Jerry & Darlene Hunter (Bonnie Chapman's parents), Xzander Jahr, 
Orlene Johnson, Ruth Jones, Kris Kemp (Diane Hintz' daughter), Jim Kirschbaum, Dale 
Kozlowski, Emily Krueger, Jeff Krueger (Diane Hintz's son), Jacob Kwit (Suzie Weber's 
son), Darren Marceau, Julie Moran, Debbie & Steve Parrish, Milo Petrick, Sharon Priewe, 
Melissa Prater, Sharon Priewe, Karen Radke, Marilyn Riemer, Roxanne Schmanke, 
Ashley Schroeder, Eloise Schultz, Bob Sluga  (Sherry's husband), Amanda Stalker, Tom 
Stempniak, James & Suzanne Weber, Cheryl Wegner, Stacy Weisensel, Paul Weldon, 
Tom Zietlow (Pastor's brother), Tama Zuehls (Zeb's mother) (added this week: __) 
- For the family of Michael Cox (Marjorie Fabian's brother) called home on 5/28 
- For graduation and vacation time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

Total April 
Offerings 

Budget 
Needs 

April 
Expenses 

Year to Date 
Offerings 

Year to 
Date 

Expenses 
$23,749.30 $33939.58 $36,959.87 $225288.04 $283981.53 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

This Week: June 2-8, 2024 

Today 11:15 a.m. Evangelism Meeting SJ 
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Joint Elders’ Meeting SJ 
Saturday 4:30 p.m. SJ Worship  

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 
 
 

Next Sunday: June 9, 2024  
8:00 a.m. Emmanuel Worship  

10:00 a.m. St. John’s Worship  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209%3A7&version=NIV
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Help us stay in touch! 

Scan the code below using your smartphone camera and fill out the prompted 
information. Don’t have a smartphone? That’s ok! Fill out an attendance card 

located at the end of each pew and place it in the offering plate located at the entry of 
each church.  

Welcome to our visitors! 
Find & Like us on Facebook 

Visit our website: www.stjohnsmontello.org 
Pastor Pete Zietlow: 608-408-7830, Email: zietlowPL6@hotmail.com 
Principal & 6-8 Grade Teacher: Larry Sellnow: 920-481-9002 ext.102  

Email: principal@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
3-5 Grade Teacher: Beth Barenz: 920-481-9002 ext.103 

bbarenz@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
1-2 Grade Teacher: Shelley Myers: 920-481-9002 ext.201 

smyers@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
Kindergarten Teacher: Lynn Sellnow: 920-481-9002 ext.202 

lynnsellnow@christalonelutheranacademy.net  
Little Lambs Director: Barbara Stelter: 920-481-9002 ext. 203 

littlelambs@stjohnsmontello.org 
CALA Secretary/Office: Ciara Neuhauser: 920-481-9002 

 School Email: secretary@christalonelutheranacademy.net 
Church Office: Matthew Kath 608-297-2866/608-494-0167 

Church/School Address: 313 E Montello St. Montello, WI 53949 
Church Email: scsecretary@stjohnsmontello.org 

 

http://www.stjohnsmontello.org/
mailto:scsecretary@stjohnsmontello.org

